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Courtney, who claims to have been slighted in the mili-
tary proceedings. Binckley says it was because he was
mixed up in the frauds. The fact that he has done so little
is adverse to Courtney. The efforts, for two years, to
ridicule and disparage B., with his not always well regu-
lated zeal, have got the current of prejudice against him,
which is of course improved by all the rogues and cheats
who are defrauding the revenue. They are with C. in this
matter and shout loud against B.

The differences between the two led B. to telegraph the
Secretary of the Treasury for instructions. McCulloch,
without knowing the differences, replied that the law gave
these matters to the District Attorney, but failed to re-
quest that B. should be associated with him on behalf of
the Treasury.

Courtney telegraphed Ashton, Assistant Attorney-
General, who utterly ignored B. The result is that B. left
New York, and came highly incensed to Washington and
made report. The commission at his suggestion postponed
the case for a week against the wishes of C. and of the
Whiskey Ring. McCulloch feels unpleasant, and the
President directs that C. be ordered to Washington, and
if he will not faithfully prosecute, he intends another shall.

September 14, Monday. Intelligence received of a ter-
rible earthquake extending along the western coast of
South America from Cape San Francisco, destroying cities,
many thousand lives, and hundreds of millions of property,
Two TJ. S. naval vessels, the Wateree and the Fredonia,
were wrecked, and every soul on board the latter but two
was lost. Three of the officers were on shore and escaped.
There are no'remains of the wreck. The Wateree was thrown
one third of a mile on shore and must be removed. Re-
ceived dispatches from Rear-Admiral Turner on the sub-
ject and also from other officers.1

1 This was the earthquake of August 13, 1868. The Wateree and the
Fredonia were at Arica, Chili.